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1
PERIODIC SYSTEM DIAGNOSTIC OF A
TRANSPORT REFRIGERATION SYSTEM

The embodiments disclosed herein relate generally to a
transport refrigeration system (TRS). More particularly, the
embodiments relate to methods and systems for periodic
system diagnostic of a TRS.

BACKGROUND

Existing transport refrigeration systems are used to cool
containers, trailers, and other similar transport units (typi-
cally referred to as a “refrigerated transport unit”). Modern
refrigerated transport units may be efficiently stacked for
shipment by ship, rail or truck. When cargo in the transport
unit includes perishable products (e.g., food product, flow-
ers, etc.), the temperature of the refrigerated transport unit
can be controlled to limit loss of the cargo during shipment.

Some existing transport units include a generator set
(genset) that supplies power to temperature-controlling
components of the TRS. These gensets are typically attached
directly to the transport unit or the transport unit chassis, and
include an engine, a prime mover powered by the engine,
and a fuel container to supply fuel to the engine.

SUMMARY

The embodiments described herein are directed to a TRS.
In particular, the embodiments described herein are directed
to methods and systems for periodic system diagnostic of a
TRS.

The embodiments described herein provide methods and
systems of a TRS controller for periodically activating an
engine control unit (ECU) of a transport refrigeration unit
(TRU) or genset to acquire engine sensor information. The
TRS controller is configured to determine an efficient time
to bring the ECU out of a minimum electrical power
consumption stage into a medium power consumption stage
in order to determine a next action of the TRS.

These embodiments can prevent the need to implement a
duplicate set of engine data acquisition sensors on the TRS
controller in order to shed current draw during, for example,
TRU Cycle Sentry Null or other Start/Stop TRU modes.
Thus, the TRS controller can activate the ECU to determine
whether an engine operating mode should change from a
mode in which the engine is not running to a mode in which
the engine is running Thus, the embodiments described
herein can lower fuel usage of the TRS, lower initial product
cost and lower maintenance cost of the engine, and reduce
excessive depletion of battery power while a TRU of the
TRS is in a cycle sentry null mode.

In some embodiments, the TRS controller is configured to
activate the ECU and acquire engine sensor data from the
ECU after a calculated periodic system diagnostic (PSD)
time period has lapsed. The TRS controller is configured to
activate the ECU and acquire engine sensor data from the
ECU via a TRS controller-to-ECU Communication Interface
Bus. The acquired engine sensor data can then be used by the
TRS controller to determine whether to change an engine
operating mode from a mode in which the engine is not
running to a mode in which the engine is running. The TRS
controller is configured to determine whether to change the
engine operating mode based on PSD inputs, for example,
the type of engine in the TRS, previously acquired engine
sensor data, a TRU configuration setting, a TRU operating
mode, and a PSD Timer. Using the PSD inputs, the TRS
controller can determine the next scheduled ECU activation

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

time. When the TRS controller determines that the ECU
activation time has been reached, the TRS controller can be
configured to activate a keyswitch signal and a run signal on
the ECU and begin execution of an engine start-up process.

In another embodiment, the TRS controller is configured
to activate the ECU and acquire engine sensor data from the
ECU after a fixed time period has lapsed.

Other aspects of the invention will become apparent by
consideration of the detailed description and accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to the drawings in which like reference
numbers represent corresponding parts throughout.

FIG. 1 illustrates a side perspective view of a refrigerated
transport unit, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface within a TRS, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of a process for determining
an efficient time to bring the ECU out of a minimum
electrical power consumption stage into a medium power
consumption stage in order to determine a next action of the
TRS, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram for determining an
efficient PSD time period to wait before bringing an ECU
out of a minimum electrical power consumption stage into
a medium power consumption stage in order to determine a
next action of the TRS, according to one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments described herein are directed to a
transport refrigeration system (TRS). More particularly, the
embodiments relate to methods and systems for periodic
system diagnostic of a TRS.

References are made to the accompanying drawings that
form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of
illustration of the embodiments in which the methods and
systems described herein may be practiced. The term
“refrigerated transport unit” generally refers to, for example,
a conditioned trailer, container, railcars or other type of
transport unit, etc. The term “transport refrigeration system”
or “TRS” refers to a refrigeration system for controlling the
refrigeration of an in conditioned space of the refrigerated
transport unit. The term “TRS controller” refers to an
electronic device that is configured to manage, command,
direct and regulate the behavior of one or more TRS
refrigeration components (e.g., an evaporator, a blower, a
heat exchanger, etc.), a genset, etc.

It will be appreciated that the embodiments described
herein may be used in any suitable temperature controlled
apparatus such as a ship board container, an air cargo cabin,
an over the road truck cabin, etc. The TRS may be a
vapor-compressor type refrigeration system, or any other
suitable refrigeration system that can use refrigerant, cold
plate technology, etc. The genset, as described herein, refers
to any type of genset that uses an electronically controlled
engine.

FIG. 1 illustrates a side view of a refrigerated transport
unit 100 with a transport unit 105 and a TRS 110. The TRS
110 includes a TRU 115 connected to a genset 120. The
transport unit 105 can be disposed on a ship, on a train, a
truck, etc. The TRU 115 is positioned adjacent to a front side
107 of the transport unit 105 and is enclosed in a housing
135. The TRS 110 is configured to transfer heat between an
internal space 130 and the outside environment. In some
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embodiments, the TRS 110 is a multi-zone system in which
different zones or areas of the internal space 130 are con-
trolled to meet different refrigeration requirements based on
the cargo stored in the particular zone.

The TRU 115 is in communication with the space 130 and
controls the temperature in the space 130. The TRU 115
includes a TRS Controller (e.g., TRS Controller 205 shown
in FIG. 2) and a closed refrigerant circuit (not shown). The
TRS Controller controls the refrigeration circuit to obtain
various operating conditions (e.g., temperature, humidity,
etc.) of the space 130 and is powered by the generator set
120. The TRS Controller can also be powered by a TRU
battery and/or a backup battery. The closed refrigerant
circuit regulates various operating conditions (e.g., tempera-
ture, humidity, etc.) of the space 130 based on instructions
received from the TRS controller. The refrigeration circuit
can include, for example, an Electronic Throttle Valve
(ETV), a compressor coupled to a condenser and an evapo-
rator that cools the space 130 and the perishable cargo.

The genset 120 includes an electronically controlled
engine (e.g., engine 215 shown in FIG. 2), an electronic
controller unit (ECU) (e.g. ECU 210 shown in FIG. 2), a fuel
container (not shown) and a prime mover (not shown). In
some embodiments, the electronically controlled engine is
an electronically controlled internal combustion engine
(e.g., diesel engine, etc.) that may generally have a cooling
system (e.g., water or liquid coolant system), an oil lubri-
cation system, and an electrical system (not shown). An air
filtration system (not shown) filters air directed into a
combustion chamber (not shown) of the engine. In some
embodiments the engine is not specifically configured for
the TRS 110, but can be a non-industrial electronically
controlled engine such as, for example, an electronically
controlled automotive engine. Also, in some embodiments,
the electronically controlled engine is an electronically
controlled Tier-4 Engine that is configured to comply with
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Tier-4 emissions
requirements. The fuel container is in fluid communication
with the electronically controlled engine to deliver a supply
of fuel to the electronically controlled engine.

The electronically controlled engine is further controlled
by the ECU. The ECU can be configured to regulate an
amount of fuel delivered to the engine and can be configured
to operate the engine at a single speed or multiple speeds.
The ECU is generally configured to allow the engine to be
maintained at a chosen speed regardless of the load seen by
the engine. As discussed in more detail below, the ECU is
connected to and communicates with the TRS Controller.

While the transport unit 105 in FIG. 1 is directed to a
trailer type transport unit, it will be appreciated that the
embodiments directed to a TRS Controller to ECU interface
in the TRS 110 can also be used, for example, in a truck type
transport unit, a container type transport unit, etc.

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic of a TRS Controller to ECU
interface 200 within a TRS (e.g., the TRS 110 in FIG. 1),
according to one embodiment. The interface 200 includes a
TRS Controller 205 connected to an ECU 210 that is part of
an engine 215. Also, in some embodiments, the engine 215
is an electronically controlled Tier-4 Engine that is config-
ured to comply with Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Tier-4 emissions requirements.

The interface 200 includes a keyswitch connection 220
that is configured to send a keyswitch signal from the TRS
Controller 205 to the ECU 210, a run signal connection 225
that is configured to send a run signal from the TRS
Controller 205 to the ECU 210, and a Controller Area
Network (CAN) communication interface bus 230 that is
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configured to provide two-way communication between the
TRS Controller 205 and the ECU 210.

The interface 200 also includes a main battery connection
235 for providing power from a main battery 240 to the TRS
Controller 205 and the ECU 210. In one embodiment, the
main battery 240 is a ~12 volt battery.

In some embodiments, the keyswitch connection 220 and
the run signal connection 225 are wired connections. Also,
in some embodiments, the CAN communication interface
bus 230 is a wireless connection in which digital data
messages can be transmitted between the TRS Controller
205 and the ECU 210. In some embodiments, the CAN
communication interface bus 230 is configured to transmit
and receive data using a wireless communication protocol
such as, for example, ZigBee, Bluetooth, or any other type
of wireless communication protocol that allows for accurate
transmission of data between the TRS Controller 205 and the
ECU 210 during transport.

The keyswitch connection 220 is configured to enable the
ECU 210 for Engine Sub-System operation, disable the
ECU 210, and to facilitate TRS power management. In one
embodiment, the keyswitch connection 220 can perform the
above functions by invoking a high/active logic state and/or
a low/inactive logic state. When in the high/active logic
state, the keyswitch connection 220 is configured to enable
communication between the TRS Controller 205 and the
engine 215 via the ECU 210. When the keyswitch connec-
tion 220 transitions from the high/active logic state to the
low/inactive logic state, the ECU 210 is configured to enter
a power latch stage prior to completely shutting off. The
ECU 210 is configured to command a pre-shutdown com-
ponent calibration and is configured to write data to a
permanent memory (not shown).

The run signal connection 225 is configured to, via the
ECU 210, prepare the engine 215 for starting, instructing the
engine 215 to stop, reinitializing an ECU 210 start routine,
and managing power consumption of the TRS generally. In
one embodiment, the run signal connection 225 can perform
the above functions by invoking a high/active logic state
and/or a low/inactive logic state. When in the high/active
logic state, the run signal connection 225 is configured to
prepare the engine 215, via the ECU 210, for starting. When
the run signal connection 225 transitions from the high/
active logic state to the low/inactive logic state and the
engine 215 is running, the run signal connection 225 is
configured to instruct the engine 215, via the ECU 210, to
stop. This reduces power consumption of the main battery
240 while still allowing data communication between the
ECU 210 and TRS Controller 205 via the CAN communi-
cation interface bus 230.

The CAN communication interface bus 230 is configured
to facilitate communication between the TRS Controller 205
and the ECU 210. In particular, the CAN communication
interface bus 230 is configured to transmit data messages
from the TRS Controller 205 to the ECU 210 that include,
for example, an engine crank command message, an engine
target speed command message, an engine stop request
message, etc. Accordingly, the TRS Controller 205 can
instruct the engine 215, via the ECU 210, to stop via the run
signal connection 225 or the CAN communication interface
bus 230.

The engine 215 includes a plurality of engine data sensors
245 that provide information to the ECU 210. For example,
the engine data sensors 245 can include, for example, a
coolant level sensor 245aq, a coolant temperature sensor
245b, an oil level sensor 245¢, a fuel pressure sensor 245d,
an oil pressure sensor 245¢, an engine speed sensor 245f, etc.
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The TRS Controller 205 is configured to set and control
a TRU operating mode of the TRU (e.g., the TRU 115 in
FIG. 1). The TRU operating modes can include, for
example, a heating mode, a cooling mode, a defrost mode,
etc.). The TRS Controller 205 is also configured to set and
control TRU configuration settings based on the TRU oper-
ating mode. The TRS configuration settings can include, for
example, a TRU Cycle-Sentry Null, or other start/stop TRU
configuration settings to maintain the desired conditions
within an interior space of a transport unit (e.g., the interior
space 130 of the transport unit 105 in FIG. 1). Further, the
TRS Controller is configured to set and control an engine
operating mode of the electronically controlled engine 215,
via the ECU 210. The engine operating modes can include
modes in which the electronically controlled engine 215 is
not running and modes in which the electronically controlled
engine 215 is running. When the TRS Controller 205 sets the
electronically controlled engine 215 to an engine operating
mode in which the engine is not running, the ECU 210 can
be in either a minimum electrical power consumption stage
or a medium electrical power consumption stage.

For the purposes of this application, the ECU 210 is in a
minimum electrical power consumption stage when both the
keyswitch connection 220 and the run signal connection 225
are in a low/inactive logic state, and the main battery 240 is
providing minimum power to the ECU 210 so that the ECU
210 can be activated when the keyswitch connection 220 is
switched by the TRS Controller 205 into the high/active
logic state. Also, the ECU 210 is in a medium power
consumption stage when the keyswitch connection 220 is in
the high/active logic state and the run signal connection 225
is in a low/inactive logic state.

By efficiently managing the PSD time period for the TRS
Controller 205 to bring the ECU 210 out of a minimum
electrical power consumption stage into a medium power
consumption stage, the TRS controller can determine
whether an engine operating mode should change from a
mode in which the engine is not running to a mode in which
the engine is running. This prevents the need to implement
a duplicate set of engine data acquisition sensors on the TRS
controller in order to shed current draw during, for example,
TRU Cycle Sentry Null or other Start/Stop TRU modes.
Thus, the embodiments described herein can lower fuel
usage of the TRS, lower initial product cost and lower
maintenance cost of the engine, and reduce excessive deple-
tion of battery power while a TRU of the TRS is in, for
example, a cycle sentry null mode. In some embodiments,
the TRU Cycle Sentry Null mode is a fuel conserving mode
in which the TRS is temporarily shut down.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flowchart of a process 300 for deter-
mining an efficient time to bring the ECU 210 out of a
minimum electrical power consumption stage into a medium
power consumption stage in order to determine a next action
of the TRS, according to one embodiment.

The process 300 begins with the electronically controlled
engine 215 set to an engine operating mode in which the
electrically controlled engine 215 is not running and the
ECU 210 is in a minimum electrical power consumption
stage. At 310, the TRS Controller 205 instructs the ECU 210,
via the keyswitch connection 220, to operate in a medium
electrical power consumption stage. The process 300 then
proceeds to 320.

At 320, the TRS Controller 205 obtains engine sensor data
from the ECU 210 via the CAN communication interface
bus 230. The engine sensor data can be data obtained by the
sensors 245 including, for example, a coolant level from the
coolant level sensor 245a, a coolant temperature from the
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coolant temperature sensor 2455, an oil level from the oil
level sensor 245¢, a fuel pressure from the fuel pressure
sensor 245d, an oil pressure from the oil pressure sensor
245¢, an engine speed from the engine speed sensor 245f,
etc.

By relaying the engine sensor data from the ECU 210 to
the TRS Controller 205 via the CAN communication inter-
face bus 230, it becomes unnecessary to implement a
duplicate set of engine data acquisition sensors on the TRS
Controller 205. Thus, the TRS Controller 205 can shed
current draw from the main battery 240 to measure engine
sensor data during engine operating modes in which the
electronically controlled engine is not running. The process
300 then proceeds to 330.

At 330, the TRS Controller 205 determines whether the
electronically controlled engine 215 should be set to an
engine operating mode in which the electronically controlled
engine 215 is running. The TRS Controller 205 can deter-
mine whether the electronically controlled engine 215
should be set to an engine operating mode in which the
electronically controlled engine 215 is running based on a
variety of factors such as, for example, whether the current
temperature within the interior space transport unit (e.g. the
interior space 130 of the transport unit 105 in FIG. 1) has
moved above or below a desired temperature threshold and
needs to be heated/cooled to meet the desired temperature
setpoint, or to keep the engine warm during time periods
when engine power to run the TRU is not required.

If the TRS Controller 205 determines that the electroni-
cally controlled engine 215 should be set to an engine
operating mode in which the engine is running, the process
300 proceeds to 340. If the TRS Controller 205 determines
that the electronically controlled engine 215 should be set to
an engine operating mode in which the electronically con-
trolled engine 215 is not running, the process 300 proceeds
to 350.

At 340 the TRS Controller 205 sends a run signal to the
ECU 210 via the run signal connection 225 that instructs the
ECU 210 to run the electronically controlled engine 215.
The process 300 is then finished until such time as the TRS
Controller 205 sets the electronically controlled engine 215
to an engine operating mode in which the electronically
controlled engine 215 is not running.

At 350 the TRS Controller 205 then determines an effi-
cient PSD time period to wait before bringing the ECU 210
out of the minimum electrical power consumption stage into
the medium power consumption stage in order to determine
a next action of the TRS. In some embodiments, the TRS
Controller 205 determines the PSD time period based on
data such as, for example, real-time coolant temperature,
real-time ambient temperature outside of the transport unit,
and the condition of the radiator. The process 300 then
proceeds to 360.

At 360, the TRS controller instructs the ECU 210, via the
keyswitch connection 220, to operate in a minimum elec-
trical power consumption stage for the PSD time period
determined at 350.

At 370, the TRS Controller 205 determines whether the
PSD time period has lapsed. If the PSD time period has not
passed, the process 300 returns to 370. If the PSD time
period has passed, the process 300 returns to 310 where the
TRS Controller 205 instructs the ECU 210, via the key-
switch connection 220, to operate in a medium electrical
power consumption stage.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of a block diagram for
determining an efficient PSD time period to wait before
bringing an ECU 450 out of a minimum electrical power
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consumption stage into a medium power consumption stage
in order to determine a next action of the TRS, using a TRS
Controller 400.

The TRS Controller 400 is connected to an ECU 450. The
TRS Controller 400 includes an ECU operation determina-
tion unit 410 and an Engine Control Logic Unit 420. The
ECU operation determination unit 410 receives PSD inputs
405 and can output an ECU wakeup command signal to the
Engine Control Logic Unit 420 via an ECU wakeup com-
mand connection 415. The Engine Control Logic Unit 420
of the TRS Controller 400 is connected to the ECU 450 via
a CAN communication interface bus 430, a keyswitch
connection 435 and a run signal connection 440. It will be
appreciated that the CAN communication interface bus 430,
the keyswitch connection 435 and the run signal connection
440 operate similar to the CAN communication interface
bus 230, the keyswitch connection 220 and the run signal
connection 225 described above with respect to FIG. 2.

The ECU operation determination unit 410 obtains the
PSD inputs 405 including, for example, a system clock input
405a, a TRU operating mode input 4055, an engine type
input 405¢, a TRU configuration input 405d, engine sensor
data input 405e, etc. The system clock input 405a obtains
real-time system clock information from a TRS system
clock (not shown) within the TRS Controller 400. The TRU
operating mode input 4055 inputs the current TRU operating
mode of the TRS set by the TRS Controller 400 (e.g.,
heating mode, cooling mode, defrost mode, etc.). The engine
type input 405¢ inputs information as to the type of the
electronically controlled engine (not shown) (e.g., size and
condition of a radiator of the engine). The TRU configura-
tion input 4054 inputs information as to the configuration
settings of the TRU (not shown) (e.g., Cycle-Sentry mode,
Sleep mode, Run mode, etc.). The engine sensor data input
405¢ inputs engine sensor data previously obtained by the
TRS Controller 400 from the ECU 450 via the CAN
communication interface 430. The engine sensor data
obtained by the TRS Controller 400 can be the engine sensor
data obtained the ECU 450 is activated and/or previously
obtained engine sensor data stored by the TRS Controller
400.

The PSD inputs 405 are used by the ECU operation
determination unit 410 to determine a PSD time period to
wait before bringing the ECU 450 out of the minimum
electrical power consumption stage into the medium power
consumption stage in order to determine a next action of the
TRS. The ECU operation determination unit 410 is config-
ured to determine, on the fly, the PSD time period based on
the PSD inputs period by using a predictive algorithm.

In some embodiments, the PSD inputs 405 are matched to
temperature decay curve data stored in the ECU operation
determination unit 410 to determine an efficient PSD time
period. Also, in some embodiments, the Engine Control
Logic Unit 410 can use the PSD inputs 405 and the follow-
ing equations to determine the efficient PSD time period:

O=mc,0T/0t=hA(AT)

AT=T it~ T s
Theta=(Temp—T__,,2)/(T_iniciarT—ams)=€xp[(-hA/
mep)t]
In the above equations, ‘Q’ represents lost heat, whereby the
heat flows from a coolant to a radiator (conductive) and then
from the radiator to surrounding air (convection). ‘M’ rep-
resents a mass of the object holding the heat and ‘c’
represents an intrinsic value of the object to lose or gain heat.
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‘H’ represents a heat transfer coefficient that is applied to a
rate of transfer based on surrounding material (e.g., W(m?*))
‘A’ represents a heat transfer surface area (m?). ‘AT’ repre-
sents a temperature difference between a surface of the
radiator and a cooling solution (e.g., coolant). ‘Temp’ rep-
resents a target engine coolant temperature where the engine
is to be started so as to avoid lackadaisical engine starting
performance. “T__,,,’ represents a temperature of air imme-
diately surrounding the radiator. ‘T_, . .° represents an
engine coolant temperature at a time the engine shuts down
due to a TRU box temperature target being met.

In some embodiments, a value for ‘T_, ..., > is acquired
during a previous shutdown of the engine. Also, in some
embodiments, a heat transfer equation is used to compute a
time theta when the coolant temperature is expected to reach
‘“Temp’.

When the efficient PSD time period has lapsed, the ECU
operation determination unit 410 is configured to send an
ECU wakeup command signal to the Engine Control Logic
Control Unit 420 via the ECU wakeup command connection
415. The Engine Control Logic Control Unit 420 then sends
a keyswitch signal to the ECU 450 via the keyswitch
connection 435 to bring the ECU 450 out of a minimum
electrical power consumption stage into a medium power
consumption stage without having to start the electronically
controlled engine.

Aspects:

It is noted that any of aspects 1-8, 9-16, 17-23 and 24-28

can be combined.
Aspect 1. A method for periodic system diagnostic of a
transport refrigeration system for a refrigerated transport
unit, the transport refrigeration system including a transport
refrigeration unit controlled by a transport refrigeration
system controller and powered by an electrically controlled
engine having an engine control unit, the method compris-
ing:

the transport refrigeration system controller sending a
medium electrical power consumption stage activation sig-
nal, via a keyswitch connection, to the electronic control unit
when the electronically controlled engine is set to an engine
operating mode in which the electronically controlled engine
is not running, the medium electrical power consumption
stage activation signal instructing the electronic control unit
to activate and operate at a medium electrical power con-
sumption stage;

the transport refrigeration system controller obtaining
engine sensor data from the electronic control unit via a
Controller Area Network (CAN) communication interface
bus;

the transport refrigeration system controller determining a
periodic system diagnostic time period based on the engine
sensor data obtained from the electronic control unit.
Aspect 2. The method of aspect 1, further comprising:

activating the electronic control unit at the medium elec-
trical power consumption stage.

Aspect 3. The method of aspects 1-2, further comprising:
determining a temperature of an interior space of the
refrigerated transport unit;

the transport refrigeration system controller determining
that the electronically controlled engine is to be set to an
engine operating mode in which the electronically controlled
engine is running when the temperature of the interior space
above or below a desired temperature threshold.

Aspect 4. The method of aspects 1-3, further comprising:
the transport refrigeration system controller sending a run

signal to the electronically controlled engine when the

transport refrigeration system controller determines that the
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electronically controlled engine is to be set to an engine
operating mode in which the electronically controlled engine
is running.

Aspect 5. The method of aspects 1-4, wherein the transport
refrigeration system controller determines the periodic sys-
tem diagnostic time period based on one or more of the
engine sensor data, a real-time ambient temperature outside
of the refrigerated transport unit, and a condition of a
radiator of the transport refrigeration system.

Aspect 6. The method of aspects 1-5, further comprising:

the transport refrigeration system controller sending a
minimum electrical power consumption stage activation
signal, via the keyswitch connection, to the electronic con-
trol unit, the minimum electrical power consumption stage
activation signal instructing the electronic control unit to
activate and operate at a minimum electrical power con-
sumption stage.

Aspect 7. The method of aspect 6, wherein the minimum
electrical power consumption stage of the electronic control
unit occurs when the keyswitch connection and the run
signal connection are at an inactive logic state, and a main
battery of the transport refrigeration system provides a
minimum power required to activate the electronic control
unit.

Aspect 8. The method of aspects 1-7, wherein the medium
electrical power consumption stage occurs when the key-
switch connection is at an active logic state and the run
signal connection is at an inactive logic state.

Aspect 9. The method of aspects 1-8, the transport refrig-
eration system controller determining the periodic system
diagnostic time period based on one or more of a system
clock data, a transport refrigeration unit operating mode
data, an engine type data, a transport refrigeration unit
configuration data and an engine sensor data.

Aspect 10. The method of aspect 9, wherein the transport
refrigeration system controller determining the periodic sys-
tem diagnostic time period includes:

matching one or more of the system clock data, the
transport refrigeration unit operating mode data, the engine
type data, the transport refrigeration unit configuration data
and the engine sensor data to temperature decay curve data.
Aspect 11. A transport refrigeration system for a refrigerated
transport unit, the transport refrigeration system comprising:

an electronically controlled engine including an electronic
control unit;

a transport refrigeration unit attached to the refrigerated
transport unit, the transport refrigeration unit including a
transport refrigeration system controller;

a Controller Area Network (CAN) communication inter-
face bus configured to connect the transport refrigeration
system controller to the electronic control unit, wherein the
transport refrigeration system is programmed to receive
engine sensor data from the electronic control unit via the
CAN communication interface bus; and

a keyswitch connection configured to connect the trans-
port refrigeration system controller to the electronic control
unit;

wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is
programmed to determine a periodic system diagnostic time
period based on the engine sensor data obtained from the
electronic control unit.

Aspect 12. The transport refrigeration system of aspect 11,
further comprising:

a run signal connection configured to connect the trans-
port refrigeration system controller to the electronic control
unit,
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wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is
programmed to send a run signal to the electronically
controlled engine when the transport refrigeration system
controller determines that the electronically controlled
engine is to be set to an engine operating mode in which the
electronically controlled engine is running.
Aspect 13. The transport refrigeration system of aspects
11-12, wherein the transport refrigeration system controller
is programmed to determine the periodic system diagnostic
time period based on one or more of the engine sensor data,
a real-time ambient temperature outside of the refrigerated
transport unit, and a condition of a radiator of the transport
refrigeration system.
Aspect 14. The transport refrigeration system of aspects
11-13, wherein the transport refrigeration system controller
is programmed to send a minimum electrical power con-
sumption stage activation signal, via the keyswitch connec-
tion, to the electronic control unit, and

wherein the minimum electrical power consumption stage
activation signal is configured to instruct the electronic
control unit to activate and operate at a minimum electrical
power consumption stage.
Aspect 15. The transport refrigeration system of aspect 14,
further comprising:

a main battery connected to the transport refrigeration
system controller and the electronic control unit,

wherein the minimum electrical power consumption stage
of the electronic control unit is defined by the keyswitch
connection and the run signal connection being set to an
inactive logic state, and the main battery of the transport
refrigeration system is configured to provide a minimum
power required to activate the electronic control unit.
Aspect 16. The transport refrigeration system of aspects
11-15, wherein the transport refrigeration system controller
is programmed to send a medium electrical power consump-
tion stage activation signal to the electronic control unit via
the keyswitch connection when the electronically controlled
engine is set to an engine operating mode in which the
electronically controlled engine is not running, the medium
electrical power consumption stage activation signal con-
figured to instruct the electronic control unit to activate and
operate at a medium electrical power consumption stage.
Aspect 17. The transport refrigeration system of aspect 16,
wherein the medium electrical power consumption stage is
defined by the keyswitch connection being set to an active
logic state and the run signal connection being set to an
inactive logic state.
Aspect 18. The transport refrigeration system of aspects
11-17, wherein the transport refrigeration system controller
is programmed to determine the periodic system diagnostic
time period based on one or more of a system clock data, a
transport refrigeration unit operating mode data, an engine
type data, a transport refrigeration unit configuration data
and an engine sensor data.
Aspect 19. The transport refrigeration system of aspect 18,
wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is pro-
grammed to determine the periodic system diagnostic time
period by matching one or more of the system clock data, the
transport refrigeration unit operating mode data, the engine
type data, the transport refrigeration unit configuration data
and the engine sensor data to temperature decay curve data.

With regard to the foregoing description, it is to be
understood that changes may be made in detail, especially in
matters of the construction materials employed and the
shape, size and arrangement of the parts without departing
from the scope of the present invention. It is intended that
the specification and depicted embodiment to be considered
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exemplary only, with a true scope and spirit of the invention
being indicated by the broad meaning of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for periodic system diagnostic of a transport
refrigeration system for a refrigerated transport unit, the
transport refrigeration system including a transport refrig-
eration unit controlled by a transport refrigeration system
controller and powered by an electrically controlled engine
having an engine control unit, the method comprising:

the transport refrigeration system controller sending a

medium electrical power consumption stage activation
signal, via a keyswitch connection, to an electronic
control unit when the electronically controlled engine is
set to an engine operating mode in which the electroni-
cally controlled engine is not running, the medium
electrical power consumption stage activation signal
instructing the electronic control unit to activate and
operate at a medium electrical power consumption
stage;

the transport refrigeration system controller obtaining

engine sensor data from the electronic control unit via
a Controller Area Network (CAN) communication
interface bus;

the transport refrigeration system controller determining a

periodic system diagnostic time period based on the
engine sensor data obtained from the electronic control
unit.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: activating
the electronic control unit at the medium electrical power
consumption stage.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining a temperature of an interior space of the

refrigerated transport unit;

the transport refrigeration system controller determining

that the electronically controlled engine is to be set to
an engine operating mode in which the electronically
controlled engine is running when the temperature of
the interior space above or below a desired temperature
threshold.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

the transport refrigeration system controller sending a run

signal to the electronically controlled engine when the
transport refrigeration system controller determines
that the electronically controlled engine is to be set to
an engine operating mode in which the electronically
controlled engine is running.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the transport refrig-
eration system controller determines the periodic system
diagnostic time period based on one or more of the engine
sensor data, a real-time ambient temperature outside of the
refrigerated transport unit, and a condition of a radiator of
the transport refrigeration system.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising: the trans-
port refrigeration system controller sending a minimum
electrical power consumption stage activation signal, via the
keyswitch connection, to the electronic control unit, the
minimum electrical power consumption stage activation
signal instructing the electronic control unit to activate and
operate at a minimum electrical power consumption stage.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the minimum electrical
power consumption stage of the electronic control unit
occurs when the keyswitch connection and the run signal
connection are at an inactive logic state, and a main battery
of the transport refrigeration system provides a minimum
power required to activate the electronic control unit.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the medium electrical
power consumption stage occurs when the keyswitch con-
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nection is at an active logic state and the run signal con-
nection is at an inactive logic state.

9. The method of claim 1, the transport refrigeration
system controller determining the periodic system diagnos-
tic time period based on one or more of a system clock data,
a transport refrigeration unit operating mode data, an engine
type data, a transport refrigeration unit configuration data
and an engine sensor data.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the transport refrig-
eration system controller determining the periodic system
diagnostic time period includes: matching one or more of the
system clock data, the transport refrigeration unit operating
mode data, the engine type data, the transport refrigeration
unit configuration data and the engine sensor data to tem-
perature decay curve data.

11. A transport refrigeration system for a refrigerated
transport unit, the transport refrigeration system comprising:

an electronically controlled engine including an electronic
control unit;

a transport refrigeration unit attached to the refrigerated
transport unit, the transport refrigeration unit including
a transport refrigeration system controller;

a Controller Area Network (CAN) communication inter-
face bus configured to connect the transport refrigera-
tion system controller to the electronic control unit,
wherein the transport refrigeration system is pro-
grammed to receive engine sensor data from the elec-
tronic control unit via the CAN communication inter-
face bus; and

a keyswitch connection configured to connect the trans-
port refrigeration system controller to the electronic
control unit;

wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is
programmed to determine a periodic system diagnostic
time period based on the engine sensor data obtained
from the electronic control unit.

12. The transport refrigeration system of claim 11, further

comprising:

a run signal connection configured to connect the trans-
port refrigeration system controller to the electronic
control unit,

wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is
programmed to send a run signal to the electronically
controlled engine when the transport refrigeration sys-
tem controller determines that the electronically con-
trolled engine is to be set to an engine operating mode
in which the electronically controlled engine is run-
ning.

13. The transport refrigeration system of claim 11,
wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is pro-
grammed to determine the periodic system diagnostic time
period based on one or more of the engine sensor data, a
real-time ambient temperature outside of the refrigerated
transport unit, and a condition of a radiator of the transport
refrigeration system.

14. The transport refrigeration system of claim 11,
wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is pro-
grammed to send a minimum electrical power consumption
stage activation signal, via the keyswitch connection, to the
electronic control unit, and

wherein the minimum electrical power consumption stage
activation signal is configured to instruct the electronic
control unit to activate and operate at a minimum
electrical power consumption stage.

15. The transport refrigeration system of claim 14, further

comprising:
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a main battery connected to the transport refrigeration
system controller and the electronic control unit,

wherein the minimum electrical power consumption stage
of the electronic control unit is defined by the key-
switch connection and the run signal connection being
set to an inactive logic state, and the main battery of the
transport refrigeration system is configured to provide
a minimum power required to activate the electronic
control unit.

16. The transport refrigeration system of claim 11,
wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is pro-
grammed to send a medium electrical power consumption
stage activation signal to the electronic control unit via the
keyswitch connection when the electronically controlled
engine is set to an engine operating mode in which the
electronically controlled engine is not running, the medium
electrical power consumption stage activation signal con-
figured to instruct the electronic control unit to activate and
operate at a medium electrical power consumption stage.
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17. The transport refrigeration system of claim 16,
wherein the medium electrical power consumption stage is
defined by the keyswitch connection being set to an active
logic state and the run signal connection being set to an
inactive logic state.

18. The transport refrigeration system of claim 11,
wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is pro-
grammed to determine the periodic system diagnostic time
period based on one or more of a system clock data, a
transport refrigeration unit operating mode data, an engine
type data, a transport refrigeration unit configuration data
and an engine sensor data.

19. The transport refrigeration system of claim 18,
wherein the transport refrigeration system controller is pro-
grammed to determine the periodic system diagnostic time
period by matching one or more of the system clock data, the
transport refrigeration unit operating mode data, the engine
type data, the transport refrigeration unit configuration data
and the engine sensor data to temperature decay curve data.
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